Chapter 2
How does Darwin compare and contrast the variation observed among domesticated species to that seen in nature?

Chapter 3
What are some of the checks to population which Darwin speaks of?

With regards to the struggle for life, it may be said that the dominant competitor for many species are humans and human activities. Is this a game-changer for species? How will they adapt in the future? Can you think of any scenarios?

Chapter 4
 Darwin says:  “If under changing conditions of life organic beings present individual differences in almost every part of their structure… and if there be, owing to their geometrical rate of increase, a severe struggle for life at some age, season, or year then individuals with useful variations will tend to survive and pass these characters to their offspring. “
Or simply put:  Inheritable Variability + Struggle for Existence = Natural Selection. 
Is it this simple? Did Darwin think it is this simple?

Chapter 5
Darwin claims that sexual selection is “less rigid in its action than ordinary selection.”  Is this necessarily true?

Chapter 6
Darwin expresses four primary "difficulties" that could pose problems
for his theory. How does he counter these concerns? Have these "difficulties" been resolved in the 150 years since he first published?

Chapter 7
In the chapter summary, Darwin makes the following statement: “I do not pretend that the facts given in this chapter strengthen in any great degree my theory; but none of the cases of difficulty, to the best of my judgment, annihilate it.” Discuss this statement in relation to the example of the sterile/neuter insects. How does the existence of these insects strengthen or weaken Darwin’s theory of natural selection?

Chapter 10
In the section On the state of development of ancient forms, Darwin writes: “There has been much discussion whether recent forms are more highly developed than ancient. I will not here enter on this subject, for naturalists have not as yet defined to each other’s satisfaction what is meant by high and low forms.” The next sentence then immediately stated: “But in one particular sense the more recent forms must, on my theory, be higher than the more ancient; for each new species is formed by having had some advantage in the struggle for life over other and preceding forms.” What terms would you use to avoid higher and lower, ancient, etc.?

Chapter 13
[bookmark: _GoBack]Darwin stated that ' The question is not, at what period of life any variation has been caused, but at what period it is fully displayed.' What was Darwin trying to divert the reader from?
