CLASS RULES AND POLICIES – 2009-10

MS. MUDD

A.  A Note from the Instructor

I will lead a respectful and disciplined classroom.  To achieve this, I have established a few simple rules.  As a student, it is your responsibility to comply with these rules.  If you choose not to comply, there will be logical consequences.  By enforcing these rules, I promise you fairness and order in our classroom.

B.  The Class Rules

1.  Use Appropriate Language.  Student will exhibit courtesy and respect toward all other students at all times.  Hateful comments concerning race, gender, sexuality, political views, appearance, or of any other type will not be tolerated; this applies to serious as well as “joking” comments.  Do not say “shut up”.  This phrase has no place in school.  Do not use it.

2.  Participate in Class.  Students may not sleep in class or lay their heads down.  To prevent this, students’ eyes must be open and visible to the instructor at all times.  Students must stay on task and participate in class discussions.

3.  Come to Class Prepared to Learn.  You will always need to have your spiral, pocket folder/notebook, and pens or pencils.  Bring them every day. 

4.  Leave the Food at Home.  Students may not consume food in the classroom.  They may chew gum provided it is not disruptive or is found under desks.  They are also allowed to bring in a beverage especially if it aides them in following Rule #2.  Again, no messes will be tolerated.

5.  Electronic Devices Will Be Secured.  Cell phones are not to be seen, heard or touched during class time.  Students are not permitted to possess pagers, radios, CD players, tape recorders, camcorders, DVD players, cameras, games and/or MP3 players/iPods (see p. 21 of Student Handbook).

C.   If YOU CHOOSE to Break A Rule:

Punishments will always fit the crime.  Of course there are behaviors that will warrant a Principal’s Referral immediately.  Examples of this include gross insubordination or violent behavior.  Behaviors that are less severe, but in violation of the basic rules of the class will be dealt with in the manner described below.  This format is in no way all inclusive and is subject to change:



1st incident:   verbal warning



2nd incident:  30-minute detention



3rd incident:   60-minute detention and phone call home



4th incident:   phone call home and Principal’s referral

Breaking rule #5 has a separate set of consequences:

1st incident:  phone will be confiscated, taken to the vice-principal’s office and your parent will be contacted to pick it up.

2nd incident:  same as the 1st incident and a $15 fine will be paid to secure its release.

3rd incident:  same as 2nd incident and further disciplinary action will occur.

E.  Tardies and Late Arrivals

A student who is not in the classroom when the bell sounds, is considered either late or tardy.  A student is tardy if he/she is without a pass after the bell.  A student is late if he/she arrives with a pass after the bell.  There is no consequence for arriving late but there is a consequence for being tardy.



 1st  tardy – student receives verbal warning



 2nd  tardy – student is referred to the Vice-Principal

Further tardies will be handled by the Vice-Principal as indicated in the student handbook.

F.  Academic Honesty

It is expected that students will use genuine, sincere, and fair means for the accomplishment of the tests, tasks, or projects from which evaluations of progress shall be determined.  Students found plagiarizing, copying or cheating in any way will receive automatic zeros and have phone calls made to their parents.  Flagrant or repeated offenses will result in a failing grade for the six weeks or the semester depending on the nature of the incident.

G.  Makeup Work

If a student is absent from class, he/she is responsible for making up the assignment/homework that was missed.  It is up to the student to follow the procedure for determining make up work and its due date.  Zeros will be given if a student fails to make up work by the date given.  

H.  Late Work


Late work WILL NOT be accepted.

I.  Attendance

There is a direct correlation between a student’s attendance in class and that student’s success in that class.  Even student’s who are very conscientious about making up missed work will have to work harder since they weren’t in class for the initial instruction.  The importance of your presence in class will also be reflected in a grade for attendance.  Each day you are in class, you will accumulate points (The number depends on the number of days in the six weeks.  For example in a twelve day six weeks, each day is worth 8.3 points.) You will also receive those points if you have an excused absence or an extracurricular absence.  The points will be added at the end of the six weeks and recorded as a minor grade.

J.  Supplies

Besides bringing yourself to class, bringing your supplies is of equal importance.  You must bring your notebook and card spiral every day.  By using the same method as for attendance, being prepared each day will have a minor grade attached to it.  If you come to class unprepared, not only will you lose the points associated with that day but you will receive the consequence of breaking Rule #3.

K.  Substitutes

Having a substitute teacher in class is the same as having the regular teacher in class.  All rules and procedures will be followed without question.  Students who choose to break rules when a substitute is in charge will receive a 60 minute detention as well as referral to the vice-principal.

