English I Syllabus

This syllabus is intended to serve as a general guide to the work we will be doing this year.  As a schedule, it is liable to change.  A more detailed schedule is provided through monthly calendars.  Extra credit work is often available.  There will be a weekly logic problem that you may choose to do and extra credit work that is specific to the unit being studied available to you, as well.
1st Six Weeks

Star Student Program:  Film, notes

History of English Unit:  Film, notes, daily assignments, test, extra credit available

Grammar Unit:  Film, notes, daily assignments, extra credit available 

Library Orientation

Anthem:  Reading, daily assignments, test, film, extra credit available

2nd Six Weeks

Research Project
3rd Six Weeks

The Hobbit:  Reading, daily assignments, tests (5—1 major), film, extra credit available

Semester Exam covering History of English, Anthem, and The Hobbit
4th Six Weeks

Shakespeare:  Film, notes, extra credit available

Romeo and Juliet:  Reading, daily assignments, tests (5—1 major), film, extra credit  available

5th Six Weeks

To Kill a Mockingbird:  Notes, reading, daily assignments, tests (2—1 major), film, extra credit available

6th Six Weeks

To Kill a Mockingbird:  Notes, reading, daily assignments, tests (2—1 major), film, extra credit available

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich:  Daily assignments, test, extra credit available 

or
Poetry:  Daily assignments, test, film, extra credit available

Semester Exam covering Romeo and Juliet, poetry,
and To Kill a Mockingbird
Additional books that may be read for extra credit:
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

Mythology, Edith Hamilton
A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway

Animal Farm, George Orwell

Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton
Late Work

Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Turn it in as you come in.  Homework that is frantically finished during class and turned in during or at the end of the period is late and is not accepted.  Zeros given for not turning in work can be made-up only by attending the Wednesday after school tutorial immediately following the missed assignment or (in the case of athletic or other conflicts) morning detention.

When homework is turned in on time and earns, at least, a grade of 70, the student will be given a coupon.  When five coupons have been earned, they can serve as a free homework pass.  The student hands in the five coupons in lieu of the homework paper.  The students may also hold the coupons until the end of the six weeks, then return them for extra points on their final grade.  If used in this way, every three coupons turned in will earn the student one extra point on their six weeks grade.
Circumstances
Work not turned in due to absence on day work is due:  Due upon return to class
Work not turned in due to absence on day work is assigned:
As outlined in Student Handbook (Note:  Some teachers provide schedules or assignment lists that eliminate this as a reason for missing work.)

Work not turned in due to absence for extra-curricular activity:  No later than upon return to class (Note:  Students are responsible for getting any assignments before the absence.)

Prolonged absence due to major illness or emergency:  By arrangement with teacher
Student present but work not turned in: Grade is a zero.  Zeros can be redeemed only by attending after school tutorial(s).   Make-up work for zeros is scored at 70%.
Note:  IEP’s calling for extended time are honored.
Grading

Six Weeks Grades




Semester Grades
Daily Grades
60%


Average of six weeks grades
80%
Tests
40%


Semester Exam


20%
Homework can be corrected to bring up your grade.  Homework corrections earn half credit for any complete and proper corrections you make.  Homework corrections will usually be due

within 1 week of the return of the graded paper(s).  Zeros cannot be “corrected”.  You may correct any regular test to improve your grade.  (You may not correct semester tests.) When you correct the test, you may use your book and/or notes.  You will receive half credit for any complete and proper corrections you make.  There is usually a one-week limit after grades are announced during which corrections may be made.  The due date for corrections will be announced on the day that grades are given.  After that date, you will have no further opportunity to correct the test.  Correction procedures are covered in more detail in the English I Classroom Policies and Expectations handout.
